The Saturday of Longines Irish Champions Weekend at Leopardstown has been
a huge success since its inauguration in 2014 as it combines international flat
racing, top-class facilities and fabulous style. You could not ask for a better day out.
As an avid race goer I love nothing more than getting glammed up for the bigger
meetings, so I have put together my top tips on how I prepare for a day at the races.
If you are considering entering any of the Longines Irish Champions Weekend best dressed
competitions, be sure to do your research. It is important to bear in mind who will be judging,
the associated prize, and the theme of the day. With regard to Irish Champions weekend the
clue is in the name the “Longines Prize for Elegance”, check out last year’s winners below.

Judges will be looking for utmost elegance which can be defined as “the quality of
being graceful and stylish in appearance or manner”. When I think of elegance I think
of well-cut, tailored pieces and simplicity with a hint of sparkle. Someone who can
carry their outfit with confidence is vital in my opinion. Remember -Comfort is Key!
When I think of a day at the races the first thing I want my outfit to be is comfortable
while still being stylish, a day at the races is great fun but can be tough on your feet!

In the weeks running up to the races take note of what the weather is doing and plans to do,
while not obsessing too much - don’t let it ruin your day! If I am unsure about the weather I opt
for layering. I have a few neutral lightweight coats and blazers that are perfect to compliment
any dress, while keeping me warm and dry at the races. Also don’t underestimate the power
of the pashmina. As I mentioned earlier the facilities at Leopardstown are second to none
so if you do get caught out don’t panic there will be a place inside for you to take cover!

In my opinion there is nothing more elegant than a well-made hat or fascinator and
I would always opt for one when attending a big race meeting such as Longines Irish
Champions Weekend. In 2016, Leopardstown introduced a new fashion concept The
Champion Hat sponsored by Moët & Chandon (2016 finalists below) so why not
get involved and add a hat or fascinator to finish off your race day outfit. With so
many great milliners in Ireland you have plenty of options and styles to choose from.
Check out my blog to view some of my favourite milliners across the country.

Don’t be afraid to accessorize! Accessories can make an outfit, whether it is a simple piece
of jewellery, a belt or a statement bag. My advice when accessorising is don’t overdo it. Pick
one item to make a statement with or a few small delicate pieces. Accessories can also help
change up an outfit, so take a look at some pre-loved pieces in your wardrobe and see what
you can do - you might get a nice surprise!
Ireland is renowned for its creativity and designers, with more and more coming through
the ranks every day. If you are interested in the area of design/millinery don’t be afraid to
use this opportunity to showcase your talent. You never know what could happen.

And finally... enjoy!
A day at the races is such a fun day out so take full advantage of what
promises to be a great event.
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